
■漢 Skl" 9.2 EvaIuate sources for reIiabiIity credib王Iity

angIe of vision′ and degree of advocacy.

When you read sources for your research proJeCt′ yOu need to evaluate them as

yOu go along As you read each potentlaI source′ aSk yourself quest10ns about the

author′s reIIabllIty credlbIIlty angle of vIS10n′ and degree of advocacy

′′ReIlablllty′′ refers tQ the acc両of factual data ln a sourc叫ou check a

WrIter′s ′′facts′′ agalnSt other sources′ do you flnd that the facts are correct?

Does the wrlter dlStort factry take them out of context′ Or otherwISe use

them unreasonab-y? In some controversleS′ key data are hlghly dlSPuted-

for examp置e′ the frequency of date rape or the rlSk factors for many dlSeases

A re」labIe wrIter acknowIedges these controversleS and doesn′t treat dISPuted

data as fact Furthermore′ If you check out the sources used by a reIlabIe wrIter,

they′II reveaI accurate and carefu】 research-reSPeCted prlmary sources rather

than hearsay or secondhand reports JournaIISts of reputabIe newspapers (not

tabIolds) prlde themselves on metlCuIous」y checklng out thelr facts, aS do

edltOrs of serlOus popuIar magazlnes Edltlng lS often mmImaI for w航urces,

howevel and they can be notorlOusIy unrelIabIe As you galn knowIedge of

詩誌霊騨n′ yOu′I] develop a good ear for wrlters wh。 PIa, fas, and

二二二Eva′uate sou「ces for re一’ab'′一ty credtowhyangle ofvrs’。。,an。 。。g.。。 。,。。,。.ac, 4。3 ′

重9.2

EvaIuate sources

for 「eIjabmty

Credjb jfty

angIe of visjon,

and degree of

a dvoca cy

′‘credlblllty′′ lS slmIlar to ′′rellablhty′′ but lS based on lntema】 rather than

eXternal factors It refers to the reader′s trust ln the wrlter′s honesty, gOOdwIII,

and trustworthlness and lS apparent m the wrlter′s tone′ reaSOnabIenes血ess

ln summarlZlng opposlng vIeWS′ and respect for dlfferent perspectlVes・ Audlences

dlffeun how much credlbIllty they wIII grant to certaln authors NevertheIess, a

Wrlter can achleVe a reputatlOn for credlblI重ty even among bltter polltlCal oppo-

nentS′ by applyIng to ISSues a sense of moral courage′ lntegrIty, and consIStency

Of p重incip重e.

繋襲蓑蓮議誌護憲Importance are the underIylng vaIues or beIIets that the wrlter assumes hlS Or her

readers wl]1 share You can get usefuI 。ues about a wrIter′s angIe of vISIOn and

Intended audlence by dolng some qulCk research lnto the poIltICS and reputatlOn

Of the author on the Intemet or by ana]yzlng the genre′ market nlChe, and

POlitlCaI reputation of the pubIication in whlCh the materiaI appears.

AngIe of vi5ion

is djscussed jn
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484　　CHAPTER I9　EvaIuatingSou「ces

Determining Po-iti⊂a- Stance Your awareness of angle of vision and political

StanCe is especially important if you are doing research on contemporary cultural

Or POlitical‾issues. In Tbble 19.1′ We have categorized some well-known politi-

Cal commentators′ Publications′ POlicy research institutes (COmmOnly known as

航跡s)′ and blogs across the political spectrum from left/liberal to right/

COnSerVative.

ー‾---臆-臆- ---- 「鵜臆」臆--臆」→一- -臆--臆へヘ音-喜一-臆-- -臆- -臆- 」臆---〉 」 -臆-臆-　　　書

出A配しE闇AngIes ofVision刷・S. Media and Think TaLnks: A Samp-ing A⊂rO§S

-　　　　　　　the PoIiti⊂aI Spe⊂trum*

Commentators

Barbara Ehremeich

Bob Herbert

Michael M○○重e

(film-maker)

Bi⊥⊥ MoyeIS

(television)

Paul Krugman

Thom Hartman

(radlO)

Rachel Maddow

(television)

777e A meric伽7 P′。SpeCt

Ha Ipe丞

Los AI邸Ies乃Ine5

Moとl7er /OI7eS

乃e NatioI?

New 】匂rk TiIneS

New 】brKer

SaloI?

Sqio(研7e工事

David Ignatius

Thomas Friedman

Kathleen Hall

Jamieson

Kevin Ph皿ps

David Broder

William Saletan

Mary Sanchez

David Brooks

Peggy Noonan

Jonah Goldberg

Andrew Sullivan

George Will

Ruben Nava重rette, Jr.

Newspapers and Magazines青果

A tlantic Mo′勅Iy

B〃Sine5S 1イセek

Co′17me′7 ta ′γ

CommonweaI

Fo暦日n A励涙

New 」!即応Iic

5Ia te

l偽5I7iI7gわI7 Po5t

Charles

Krauthammer

Cal Thomas

Glenn Beck

(rad i o/TV)

Rush Limbaugh

(radio/TV)

Bill O′Reilly

(重a d io/TV)

Kathleen Parker

Thomas Sowell

Right/Conservative

A me「ica′7卸ectator

ForわII7e

NatioI7a1 1くeview

Rea`お手七D蜜e5t

ReasoI7

レ脇II Sf7‘eet Io研I7aI

l偽s脇机On乃mes

l偽e太ly 5taI7da妬

Right/Conservative



48`　　CHAPTER 19　EvaluatingSour⊂eS

一頭吐塾VoCac蛸絶望盈tioH叩膝臆重犯luEらthe Natio血Ri五言Ass車重i丁子
Will have a 。earでditorial bias高市請高話正平事中二gr弧やu peeq'tO

We軒碑面前声旅子画面密室重商通一〇千両調所も和紙重p胞融通h 6的a均a両

誌霊寵霊藷監禁蒜蒜嵩器器器誌盤霊
耽読陳血蘭〇億興心中a坤塑d-哩請重臆面t町Ⅲサ五郎融壷d申y品
re狐eTS than t垂臆a昭讃遍entSて好奇両面而両面励vgrate. For example, if you want

tO PerSuade corporate executives on the dangers of global warming, eVidence

from scholarly joumals may be more persuasive than evidence from an environ-

mentalist Web site or from a freelance writer for a leftist popular magazine such

as Mo肋er lone5.

19.3 sk旧9.3 Use your rhetorical knowledge

書記† to evaluate w。b s。ur.。S.
knowIedge to In the previous section we focused on reading sources rhetorically by asking ques-

eVaiuate Wth tions about a source′s reliability’Credibility, angle of vision′ and degree of advo-

SOurCeS. cacy. In this section we focus on evaluating sources from the World Wide Web.

TheWebAs a Unique Rhetori⊂ai Environment

嵩霊s‡書需諾霊蕊蒜蒜慧認諾豊詰三
Cal archives′ muSeum COllections′ gOVemmental documents, blogosphere com-

mentary′ SCholarly portals useful for academic researchers, and much more. The

Web is also a great vehi。e for democracy, giving voice to the otherwise voiceless.

Anyone with a cause and a rudimentary knowledge of Web design can create

a Site. The result is a medium that differs in significant ways from print in its

CreatOrS, COmPOSition, and multimodal content.

Criteria for Evaiuating aWtb Source

When you evaluate a web source, We Sugg毒気at y。u 。Sk fiv。 diff。r。n, kinds 。f

questions about the site in which the source appeared, aS Shown in Table 19.2.

These questions′ developed by scholars and librarians as points to consider when

yOu are evaluating Web sites′ Will help you detemine the usefulness of a site or

SOurCe for your own purposes.

As a researcher′ the first question you should ask about a potentially use-

ful Web source should be′ Who placed this piece on the Web and why?rYou

Can begin answering this question by analyzing the site′s home page, Where

yOu Will often find navigationaI buttons linking to ′′Mission′′′ ′′About Us,′′ or

Other identifying information about the site′s sponsors. You can also get hints

about the site′s purpose by asking′ What kind of Web site is it? Different kinds

Of Web sites have different purposes. You should be conscious of the purpose bf



1" Authority

2. Objectivity or

Clear DiscIosure

Of Advocacy

書br

SKiLしI9.3 Use your rhetori⊂aI know-edge to eva-uate既b sou「ces.

たvaIuating WめSites

㊥曲e$鋸⑩珊§紬鮎蛇

Does the site identify the occupation′ POSition′ education, eXPerience, Or Other

Does the home page or a clear link from the home page reveal the author′s or sponsor′s

mOtivation for establishing the site?

Does the site provide contact information for the author or sponsor such as an e-mail

Or Organization address?

‾‾-‾ ‾“’- J r‘‘▲γ∪’⊂し1捌¥工Ur eXample′ tO inform′ entertain・ Or PerSuade)?

Is the site explicit about de。aring its point ofview?

Does the site indicate whether the author is affiliated with a specific organj

institution, Or aSSOCiation?

the site′s purpose cIear (for example,

Are the topics covered by the site

Does the site exhibit a suitable depth and comprehensiveness for its purpose?

竺聖堂竺三豊竺空士pport the ldeas 。nd 。.ini。nS.r。S。n,。d,

Verify this infomation by

the site′ Often revealed by the domain identifier′ SuCh as.com or.org. The most

●.com for commercial sites (PrOmoting businesses and marketing services,

Often with no identified author)

●.org sites for nonprofit organizations or advocacy groups (SOme with balanced

COVerage but many with distinct angles of vision)

●.edu sites for colleges or universities (Often complex sites with institutional

information as well as scholarly and advocacy Iinks)

. ’gOV Or ’miI sites for government agencies or military少s (with a rang。 。f

data and support for policies)

A踊患画gYb肝⑱中里庸甲⑱Se詰りsi門畠W抽S⑬urces
‾‾i 「〇一へ」〇〇〇〇〇〇 -「〇〇〇〇/′i臆臆臆○○ 「臆

霊能葦寵霊豊盤器器霊慧・
ating a web site′ We′ll use as examples two hypothetical student researchers

investigating the civic controversy over hydraulic fracturing (COmmonly called


