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18.2　SKELL離Understand di批rences amOng

Unde「stand kinds of sourceS.

amo=g klnds of TO be an effective reSearCher′ yOu need to understand the differences amOng

sou「ces. the many kinds of sourceS that you might use While doing yOur reSearCh. These

can be classified in different WayS′ SuCh as primary VerSuS SeCOndary sourCeS

(a scheme that focuses on how you′11 use the sourCe in your final paper) or as

print verSuS Web sourceS (a scheme based on its medium Of publication)・ In this

section we′11 explain a Variety of ways to distinguish among different kinds of

sources亜ur payOff wi11 be an increaSed ability to read sourceS rhetorically and to

use them purPOSe餌1y in your reSearCh writing.

師mary and Secondary Sources

Researchers often distinguish between Primary and secondary sourCeS. Primary

sources are the original documentS′ artifacts′ Or data that you are aCtively ana-

1yzing; SeCOndary sourCeS are WOrks by other peoPle who have analyzed the

same documentS′ artifacts′ Or data" In short′ SeCOndary sourCeS COmment uPOn Or

analyze primary SOurCeS. Tthle 18.1 presentS SOme eXamPles.

The distinction between Primary and secondary sourCeS is sometimes slippery

and depends on conteXt・ In the media studies examPle from Table 18.1′ the par-

enting Web site is a seCOndary sourCe if your reSearCh question focuses On So脇

paγk. But if you are investigating the political biases of parenting Web sites′ then

some research projects uSe Primary SOurCeS eXtenSively′ While others mainly

or ex。usively invoIve secondary sourCeS. You may be asked′ for examPle′ tO

bring yOur Critical thinking tO bear on SPeCific primary SOurCeS-for examPle′

gender stereOtypeS in children′s birthday cards′ POlitical views eXPreSSed in old

Arcife comic books′ Or legal requirementS for ‘`proof′′ in tranSCripts from witch-

craft trials. In these caSeS′ yOur SeCOndary researCh would focus on What other

恥髄鞘　Examples of Prinary and Se⊂OndaLry Sources

匿x訓諭蒔$ ⑱帥葡鵬盆ry S蜘推e$

Diaries, SPeeChes′ neWSPaPer aCCOuntS′

letters, manuSCripts′ Official records′ 01d

photograPhs′ Old news reels′ arCheological

Sites

of波面駒Park, bumper Stickers′ documentary

PhotograPhs

Rap lyrics′ advertisementS′

!I.1【leIlt reしOrd`' d一【eCt ()t-Ser‘atlOn `'l

patlentS○ ○t:Sear‘h llI-dIl]gS 《)Il traI]SmlSSl。II

。l ¥IDS `irしISi 【一ubil` ht"alth data 。ll

Examp!es of Secondary Sour⊂eS

scholarly book on European fascism in

the 1930s

1970s film about the rise of the Nazis in

scholarly joumal arti。e analyzing racISm

in So章脇Parた

Parenting

popula[ magaZine article about nurSeS

working in third world hospital

BIog site focusing on nurSlng lSSueS
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SKILL 18.2　Understand diffe「ences among kinds of sources.　4`7

SCholars have said about these issues in scholarly books or artides. Modem libraト

ies together with the Intemet now make available a wealth of primary sources-

govemment documents, historical archives, Slide collections, POPulation or
ethnographic data, maPS, health data, and so forth.

For other kinds of research projects, Particularly those connected to ci`▼ic is-

SueS, Students often need to work mainly or exclusively with secondary sources.

In trying to decide where you stand, Say, On nudear power plants, On a Single-

Payer medical system, Or On immigration policy, yOu Wi11 need to enter the civic

COnVerSation about these issues carried on in secondary sources. You’ll also need

to pay attention to what these secondary sources use as evidence in support of

their arguments. Were they able to use primary sources for their evidence? Or

does their evidence come from other secondary sources? In trying to evaluate

each of these secondary sources, yOu’1l need to empIoy all your rhetorical skills, aS

We begin to show in the next section.

Reading Secondary Sources RhetoricalIy

When you look at a secondary source-Whether in stable print form or in often

unstable Web form-yOu need to think rhetorically about the kind of source

you are perusing and the original author’s purpose in producing the source. In

this section we’l=ook specifically at print sources, Which are commonly classi-

紫露盤宝器霊器誓書諾霊器講義親諾意
SPeCifically at ways to read Web sources rhetorica11y.

Tbble 18.2 shows how these sources can be analyzed according to-genIfe,

Pubhisher, author credentials,‾ and angle of vision.∬he last column in Tbble 18.2

identifies contextual clues that will help you recognize what category each of

these sources belongs to. We suggest that you take a few moments now to peruse

the information in these tables so that you can begin to appreciate the distinc-

tions we are making among types of sources.

P「int Sources Versus Web-OnIy Sour⊂eS New researchers need to

appreciate the differences in stability and reliability between print sources and

Web-Only sources. Print sources (books言Oumals, magaZines, neWSPaPerS) are

Stable in contrast to materials published on Web sites, Which might change

hourly. If you work from print sources, yOu Can be sure that others will be able

to track down yo血sources for their own projects. E壷重責董6re, Print -Puす

Iications genera11y go through an editorial review process that helps ensure

accuracy and reputability. In contrast, Web-Only documents from individuals喜一

Or Sma11 organizations may be unedited and thus unreliable. Because the cost of

PrOducing, distributing, and storing print materials is high, books and periodi-

Cals are now often published in electronic formats, COmPlicating the distinction

between print and Web sources.

These changes mean that when evaluating and citing sources, reSearChers

must now pay attention to whether a source Ietrieved electronically was

Originally a print source made available electronically (by being posted to a

Web site or contained in a database) or is in fact a Web-Only source. You’ll need

〉QQl、即
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.2　A Rhetori⊂a- OverYiew ofPrint Books and PeriodicaIs

Genre and PubIisher

SCHOLARLY BOOKS

●　University/academic presses

●　Nonpro卸

'　PeeトreViewed

TRADE BOOKS (NONFICTION)

●　Commercial publishers (for

example, PenguinPutnam)

'　Selected for profit potential

SCHOLARLY JOURNALS

'　University/academic presses

. Nonprofit

'　PeeトreViewed

. Examples:佃,n7al ofAb770〃7訪

凡作hol甥) Revi鋤′ Of

Metaph)短cs

PUBLIC AFFAIRS MAGAZINES

●　Commercial′ ‘′foトPrOfit′′

preSSeS
'　Manuscripts reviewed by

editors

'　ExampIes: HaIpeI与

Com,nOI2We旬Nationa/ Review

A山珊⑬種a雨A鴫さe ⑲飾si①簡

Author: Joumalists′ freelancers,

SCholars aiming at popular audience

AngIe of vision: Varies from

infomati∇e tO PerSuaSive; Often

We11 researched and respected, but

SOmetimes shoddy and almed for

quick sale

Perio dicals

円⑱W守⑲ Re⊂Ognize Them

University press on title page

Specialized academic style

Documentation and

bibliography

Sometimes available as e-books

Covers designed for marketing

appeal

Popular style

Usually documented in an

informal rather than an

academic style

Sometimes available as e-books

Titles containing words such

as cnc7′C/`坪dia′ dictiom77; Or

g!紡e

Found in reference section of

library or online through li-

brary Web site

Not sold on magazine racks

No commerciaI advertising

Specialized academic style

Documentation and

bibliography

Cover often has table of

COntentS

Often can be found in online

databases
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Ge師e and軸眺her Author and Aれg-e ofVision How to Re⊂OgnizeThem

TRADE MAGAZINES

'　Commercial′ ′‘for-PrOfit′′ presses

●　Fooused on a profession or trade

. Examples: Advertisi鳩Age,

A t/tOmO亡ive Reb諦Ider, FarIn

ル肋7aI

NEWSMAGAZINES

AND NEWSPAPERS

. Newspaper chains and

Publishers

●　Examples: 71me, W桃擁卿/7

Po巧Los Angeles 7lmeS

POPULAR NICHE MAGAZINES

●　Large conglomerates or small

PreSSeS With dear target
audience

. Focused on specia=nterests of

target audience

. Examples: Seventeen, PeapIe,

TV Guide, Car an`7 DriveちGo/f

D薙,st

to know this infomation in order to read the source rhetorically, eValuate its

trustworthiness′ and cite it properly. When you retrieve print sources electroni-

Ca11y′ be aware that you may lose important contextual dues about the author′s

PurPOSe and angle of vision-Clues that would be immediate獲y apparent in

the original print source. These clues come from such things as statements of

editorial policy, Other artides in the same magazine or joumal, Or advertise-

ments targeting specific audiences. (The increasing availability of.pdfor poγtable

doc〃ment pγmat files, Which reproduce the appearance of the original print page,

makes understanding publication contexts much easier. When.pdf format is

available, take advantage of it.)

S⊂hoiarly Bo⑬ks and Joumal Arti⊂Ies Versus Trade Books and

Magazines Note in Table 18.2 the distinction between scholarly books or

joumal artides, Which are peeトreViewed and published by nonprofit academic

PreSSeS′ and trade books or magazines′ Which are published by foトPrOfit presses.
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By peer review, Which is a highly prized concept in academia, We mea正二

Selection process by which scholarly manuscripts get chosen for publica二二二

When manuscripts are submitted to an academic publishe事the editor sends t三二

for independent review to experienced scholars who judge the rigor and ac⊂t= =

Of the research and the significance and value of the argument. The procES∴

highly competitive and weeds out much shoddy or trivial work.

In contrast′ trade books and magazines are not peer-reViewed by indepenこ三二

SCholars. Instead′ they are selected for publication by editors whose businES三_

tO make a profit. Fortunately it can be profitable for popular presses to pu王∴

SuPerbly researched and argued material because coIlege-educated peopl∈ニ

Iifelong learners′ Create a demand for intellectually satisfying trade books o工[三二㌦

aZines written for the general reader rather than for the highIy specialized rea三

These can be exceIlent sources for undergraduate research′ but you need to s半

rate the trash from the treasure. Trade books and magazines are aimed at m三二|

different audiences and market segments and can include s量oppy unreliable宣二

En⊂yCiopedias, WiI<ipedia・ and Other Referen⊂e Books and Wjk・i

Another kind of source is an ency。opedia or other kind of reference work. T七二

are SOmetimes called ′′tertiary sources′′ because they provide distilIed b三三_

grOund information derived from primary and secondary sources. Encyclopeこ

and reference works are excellent starting places at the beginning of a rese三二二二

PrOject. New researchers′ however′ Should be aware of the difference betwe三二_

COmmissioned ency。opedia arti。e and an arti。e in the online source ▼伸二.〆

Professional encyclopedia companies such as En。′。apcdia鋤扇nica commjs三二

highl〉7 regarded scholars with particular expertise in a subject to write that s二二_

ject’s encycIopedia entry. usually the entry is signed so that the author caユニ.

identified・ In contrast′ all forms of wikis-including脇妬ia-are COrmエ

PrOjects using collaborative wiki software.脇紳ia′海擁e Enc)′C佃dia (i虹

ficial name) is written communally by volunteers仰yOne Who follows the s±

PrOCedures can edit an entry. The entry′s accuracy and angIe of vision depenこニー

COllective revisions by interested readers.

W妬edia is a fascinating cultural product that provides rapid overview irL士_

mation′ but it is not a reIiabIe academic source. It is often accused of inaccじ二三

information′ editorial bias′ and shifting content because of constant revis:二三

by readers. Most instructors will not accept wck紳ia as a factual or infoma=T三

SOu重Ce.

W駅珊蘭鱈　　　　　　　鵬輔郎鴫吋時㊤宵S醐控eS
AND Your instructor will bring to class a variety of sources葛different kinds of book5

DI刺SS管ON scholarly journals′ magaZines′ and downloaded material・ Working individua虹

Or in small groups′ try tO decide which category in Tbble 18.2 each piec三

belongs to. Be prepared to justify your decisions on the basis of the cues yo=

used to make your decision.
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